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RESIDENTIAL POOL PLAN REVIEW CHECKLIST 

Carefree Planning & Zoning Department 

Building Permit #: Date: 
Address: Review: 
Reviewer: Project: 

 

Provide plans or information for the items circled below: 

1. Provide a site plan showing pool, pool equipment, and barrier fence or wall. Show their distance to the property 
lines and the fence/wall height at various locations along the fence/wall. 

2. Show how drainage will be directed in the pool and barrier wall area. 
3. Provide a grading and drainage plan of the pool area. Plan must be stamped by a civil engineer. See grading and 

drainage plan checklist for more information. 
4. Pools, spas, and equipment shall not encroach into a building setback. 
5. Where required barrier fences or wall encroach into a building setback, height is limited to 5-feet, outside 

measurement. Contact Planning & Zoning Department to determine if wall encroachment is allowed.  
6. If the barrier fence or wall permit is separate or part of new house construction, so state on the pool site plan. 
7. Application must be made for the barrier fence or wall before the pool permit will be approved. 
8. Pool barrier fence or wall shall comply with Article 5-3 of the Carefree Town Code and Section 9.09 of the 

Carefree Zoning Ordinance. Place a note on the plan or provide construction details per Building Code and 
Zoning requirements. 

9. Pool equipment must be screened by a solid wall and gate. 
10. Provide a homeowners’ association letter of approval. 
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POOL PLAN REVIEW CHECKLIST 

� 1. Pool equipment must be fully screened from view. 

� 2. Provide note on plans that indicates “Gas lines by separate permit”. 

� 3. Provide a site plan showing pool and pool equipment location. 

� 4. Provide a site plan designating fence location. 

� 5. Provide note on plans indicating “Fence shall comply with Article 5-3 Town of Carefree Pool Barrier 

Requirements”. 

� 6. Provide note on plans indicating “Gates to be self-closing, self-latching, and swinging outward”. 

� 7. Provide engineering for pool design. 

� 8. Provide engineering for special design (negative edge) pool. 

� 9. Provide homeowners association letter of approval. 

� 10. A fence permit is required prior to the approval of the pool permit. 

� 11. The existing fence or new fence doesn’t comply with Article 5-3 of the Town of Carefree’s Pool Barrier 

Requirements. 
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HEALTH and SAFETY 

CAREFREE TOWN CODE 
Article 5-3 Private Pools Barrier Code 
 5-3-1  Definition 
 5-3-2  Pool Enclosures 
 5-3-3  Barrier Details 
 5-3-4  Violations and Penalties 
 
Section 5-3-1 Definition 
In this article, unless the context otherwise requires: “swimming pool” means a swimming pool or other contained body 
of water, that contains water eighteen inches or more in depth at any point and that is wider than eight feet at any point 
and is intended for swimming. 
 
Section 5-3-2 Pool Enclosures 

A. Every swimming pool shall be protected by an enclosure surrounding the pool area, as provided in this article. 
B. It is the responsibility of the property owner and any other person in responsible charge of a swimming pool to 

ensure that the required swimming pool enclosure including all gates, doors, locks, latches, and other portions 
of the barrier are always maintained safe and in good working order. No person shall alter or remove any 
portion of a swimming pool enclosure except to repair, reconstruct or replace the enclosure in compliance with 
the provisions of this article.  

C. The requirements of this article apply to all new swimming pools installed on or after June 6, 1991, and to all 
additions, alterations, repairs, or replacements made to existing swimming pool enclosures. 

 
Section 5-3-3 Barrier Details 
Every swimming pool required to be enclosed by this article, whether below ground or above ground, shall meet the 
following requirements: 

A. Be entirely by a masonry wall or ornamental iron fence or combination thereof not less than sixty inches in 
height above finished grade as measured on the exterior side of the wall or fence.  

B. Have no openings in the wall or fence through which a spherical object four inches in diameter can pass. The 
horizontal components of any wall or fence shall be spaced no less than forty-five inches apart measured 
vertically or shall be placed on the poolside of a wall or fence which shall not have any opening greater than 
one- and three-quarter inches measured horizontally. 

C. No wire mesh or chain link fences shall be permitted.  
D. Gates for the enclosure shall 

a. Be self-enclosing and self-latching with the latch located at least forty-eight inches above the underlying 
ground or on the poolside of the gate with a release mechanism at least five inches below the top of the 
gate.  

b. Have no opening greater than one-half inch within twenty-four inches of the release mechanism or be 
secured by a padlock or similar device which requires a key, electric opener or integral combination 
which can have the latch at any height. 

c. Open outward from the pool. 
E. The wall or fence shall not contain openings, hand holds or footholds accessible from the exterior side of the 

exterior side of the enclosure that can be used to climb the wall or fence.  
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Section 5-3-4 Violations and Penalties 
Any person who admits or is convicted of violating any provision of this article shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and 
shall be punished by a fine not to exceed one thousand two hundred and fifty dollars or by imprisonment for not 
more than thirty days, or by both such fine and imprisonment. Each day the violation continues shall be a separate  

 
 
Ordinance 91-04             
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CAREFREE ZONING REGULATIONS 
Effective April 1, 2004 

Pool enclosures shall meet the following requirements: 

A. No pool enclosure (fence or solid masonry wall) shall be located more than fifty (50) percent (half) into any side 
or rear required yard (building setback). Pool enclosures are prohibited in any required front yard (building 
setback). 

B. Pool areas shall be secured from outside access by a masonry wall, ornamental iron fence, or combination 
thereof not less than five (5) feet in height above finished grade measured on the side of the fence opposite the 
pool. 

C. Access to the pool area, other than through the house, shall be through a self-closing, self-latching gate not less 
than five (5) feet in height as measured on the side of the fence opposite the pool.  

D. Gate mounting and latching hardware shall be positioned on the pool side of the gate.  
E. Accessory equipment such as pumps, heaters, and filters shall be enclosed by a solid wall at least four and one-

half (4.5) feet in height to screen sound and sight from neighboring lots. 
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GUIDELINES FOR DETERMINING POOL FENCES AND GATES TO BE NON-CLIMBABLE 

The following are minimum and maximum dimensions and guidelines to be applied in determining if a fence and/or gate 
is non-climbable. These requirements apply to the side of the barrier that faces away from the pool or spa. Openings in 
the fence or gate shall be reduced to a maximum of one and three-quarter inches if horizontal components are placed 
on the pool side and are spaced less than forty-five inches apart. Alternative methods may be submitted to the Building 
Safety Department for review.  

1. Chain link fences are not considered to be non-climbable and are not approved as a pool barrier. 
2. The following details provide minimum and maximum vertical and horizontal pool fence and gate dimensions: 
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